
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E R f c C O R b
Construction Products Division

w R Groce & Co62 W h i l t e m o r e Avenue
C a m b r i d g e , Mass. 02140
16 171 876-1400

Dear Mr. A r c h i t e c t :
During the p a s t few month s , our c o m p e t i t o r s have been c i r c u l a t i n gf a l s e rumors about the a s b e s t o s content o f c er ta in v e r m i c u l i t e - b a s e dp r o d u c t s . W h i l e t h e tumors a t t a c k several v ermicu l i t e -ba s edp r o d u c t s , most a r e d i r e c t e d t o Monoko t e®, W . R . Grace & C o . ' sc e m e n t i t i o u s s t ruc tura l s t e e l f i r e p r o o f i n g . A s t h e D i v i s i o nP r e s i d e n t o f a m a j o r s u p p l i e r o f v e r m i c u l i t e - b a s e d p r o d u c t s ,I would l i k e to p r o v i d e you with the f a c t s .

All o f our v ermi cu l i t e -ba s ed p r o d u c t s , i n c l u d i n g M o n o k o t e , arem a n u f a c t u r e d without the a d d i t i o n of any commercial a s b e s t o s , andt h i s has been true for ten years.
V e r m i c u l i t e i s a n a t u r a l l y occurring m i n e r a l , mined f r o m d e p o s i t swhich may a l s o have a s b e s t i f o r m t r e m o l i t e c o n t a i n i n g rock. E x c e p tfor trace amounts, the t r e m o l i t e is removed in the p r o c e s s i n g ofvermicu l i t e . It is th i s proce s s ed v e r m i c u l i t e which is used Inal l o f our f i n i s h e d vermicul i t e-based p r o d u c t s , i n c l u d i n g M o n o k o t e .
S i n c e the i n t r o d u c t i o n of Monokote T y p e MK-4 and T y p e M K - 5 to them a r k e t p l a c e in 1973, we have had the p r o d u c t s t e s t e d for a s b e s t o scontent a number of times by indep enden t t e s t i n g l a b o r a t o r i e s .A t t a c h e d are c o p i e s of the f o u r most recent a n a l y s e s , two c o m p l e t e db y tha-^l&vironmental S c i e n c e Labora tor i e s o f M t . S i n a i H o s p i t a land ti*»J by Arthur D. L i t t l e , I n c . T h e s e r e s u l t s are c o n s i s t e n twith thote obtained over the pa s t ten years. Based on all ofthese t e s t s , we bel ieve that M o n o k o t e is a s b e s t o s - f r e e .
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In a d d i t i o n t o p e r f o r m i n g a n a l y s e s o f f i n i s h e d p r o d u c t s , we a l s o
p e r f o r m a i r s a m p l i n g t e s t s t o d e t e r m i n e p o s s i b l e c onc en t ra t i on s o f
air-borne f i b e r s to which workers may be e xpo s ed under j o b - s i t e
c o n d i t i o n s . In our most recent t e s t s , all measurement s showed
air-borne f i b e r concentrations below r e l i a b l y d e t e c t a b l e l e v e l s .
As a r e s u l t , we b e l i e v e that when our p r o d u c t s are used in accordance
w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s , they po s e no unrea s onab l e h e a l t h r i sk.
I t rus t that the i n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d in t h i s l e t t e r w i l l enab l e
you to s p e c i f y Grace p r o d u c t s wi th the same c o n f i d e n c e , in t h e i r
s a f e t y and p e r f o r m a n c e , as you have in the p a s t .

Very t r u l y your s ,

Rodney M . V i n i n g ,
P r e s i d e n t

R M V / j a g
A t t a c h m e n t s
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